
Project History

I-80N “Boise Loop”
project proposed

6,760 cars travel between
Orchard and Vista

everyday

1960s 19 70s 19 80s

Construction of I-80N
“Boise Bypass” completed

Micron,Inc. builds
first facility in Boise

I-80N renamed I-84

Final segment of the
I-184 “Connector”

completed

Boise Towne Square
Mall is completed

Treasure Valley
population reaches

253,000

Treasure
Valley

population is
151,000

Thirty-five years ago motorists traveling across the Gem state to Boise used
old U.S. 30, a two-lane road that wound over country roads and through the
Capital city.  Travelers coming from the west entered Boise on Fairview
Avenue and left the city going east on Federal Way.  Those days are gone
however, and what once was the city’s main artery was replaced in the late
60’s with an interstate system built for the 20th century.

Now the interstate needs to be updated for the 21st century.

In 1960, planners proposed running the interstate through the heart of Boise,
a move which would have taken 25 acres of Julia Davis Park next to the Boise
River.  This was called the “Boise Loop.”  The idea was strongly opposed by
residents.  Articles in the Idaho Statesman during the period show give-and-
take between community groups, citizens and the Idaho Highway
Department.  Ultimately, a “bypass” route was chosen.
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Visit our Web site at www.orchard2gowen.com
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The bypass, which linked I-80N on the east and west sides of Boise, was built in
the late 1960s.  The interchanges and overpasses at Cole, Orchard, Vista,
Broadway and Gowen were also completed about the same time.  Rural
sections of the interstate that replaced U.S. 30 were completed between 1960
and 1974.

Public input helped determine the location of the Boise section of the interstate
in the 1960s.  Today, the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) again seeks
public input to help develop a plan addressing future transportation needs
along the I-84 Orchard to Gowen corridor.

In 2001, ITD completed a study along the corridor that identified improvements
needed to keep up with projected growth.  The study recommends replacing
the existing pavement, widening the interstate and replacing the existing
interchanges from Orchard to Gowen.  The transportation department is now
moving to the next phase of work and is looking for public input.

Who Gives Input?

19 90 s 2000s 2010s

Construction on
Stage 1 of I-84
“WYE” begins

Initial I-84
Improvements

Study completed
Construction on
Stage 2 of I-84
“WYE” begins

Preliminary engineering
work begins on the I-84

Orchard to Gowen
project Depending on funding,

final design for I-84
Orchard to Gowen

begins

Depending on funding,
construction on I-84
Orchard to Gowen

begins

Treasure Valley
population reaches

432,000

75,000 cars travel along
I-84 between Orchard
and Gowen everyday

Projected Treasure
Valley population
reaches 570,000

Cole/Overland
interchange
completed

Federal Highway Administration Resource Agencies

Local government officials will be
invited to participate in public
meetings throughout the project.  The
project team will keep them informed
about the progress of the project and
gather input to help guide the project
development.

Local Government Agencies

The public will be invited to attend
several informational meetings and
workshops throughout the I-84
Orchard to Gowen project.  The
purpose of the meetings will be to
address concerns, answer questions
and gather input on the proposed
improvements along the project
corridor.  The public will be notified of
public meetings through mailings,
media stories and advertisements.

General Public

The federal government provides
financial assistance to the states to
construct and improve the highway
system.  The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) oversees the
administration of federal dollars to the
state projects.  The FHWA will review
and approve the environmental
document.  Without FHWA approval,
federal funding cannot be used.

Resource agencies are the state and
federal regulatory agencies such as the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
Environmental Protection Agency and
the Idaho Division of Environmental
Quality.  They will help identify natural
resource issues and assist ITD in
assessing concerns and regulations
related to the I-84 Orchard to Gowen
project.


